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_Early Grange Organization Changes Political Course 


CAMAS BUSINESS DISTRICT (1885)——The 
general store on the corner is the second MacMaster store 
and was built in 1885. On the second floor the Washington 
State Grange held its first convention in 1889. A marquee 
advertising the store’s wares was constructed above the 


"big!" 


porch later on, At the far right of the picture is the original 
MacMaster store and Camas’ first commercial structure, 
built in 1883. True to his Scot’s blood, MacMaster did not 
“overbuild” his original venture. (Picture from the 
MacMaster collection in the Camas Public Library.) 


By MILTON BONA 

Nearly 81 years ago the 
little village of LaCamas, in 
Washington Territory, was the 
scene of an event that was 
destined to alter the economic 
and political course of the 
future State of Washington. 

The event was the 
organizing of the Washington 
State Grange, made up of some 
16 subordinate Granges_ in 
Clark, Skamania and Klickitat 
Counties, in 1889. 

The place was the Odd 
Fellows Hall on the second 
floor of the old MacMaster 
store, which stood on the 
corner of Third and Columbia 
(now Division) streets facing 
the Columbia River. The mill's 
sheet metal shop occupies the 
site today. 

The urgency of the meeting, 
which was held on Sept. 10, 1] 
and 12, 1889, was to give the 
tural people of the proposed 
new State of Washngton a 
voice in the constitutional 
election scheduled for the 
following month. Another 
objective was to. start 
statehood with a strong state 
Grange already organized. 

The idea started in the 
minds of a group of Camas and 
Washougal Grangers, following 
the congressional call for a 
constitutional convention in 
July of 1889. Many of the 
proposals for new constitution 
caused alarm to rural people, 


since the balance of power in 
the Terrirory had been shifting 
from the rural areas to the 
rapidly growing Puget Sound 
area, 

These men agreed that 
Caleb J. Moore and F. C. 
Yoemans of Washougal and H. 
M. Knapp of Camas (he 
belonged to a Grange at Mill 
Plain that disbanded) were to 
attend the Oregon State 
Grange convention in June, 
and seek help in organizing a 
State Grange ahead of 
statehood. 

The problem was that of 72 
Granges organized in 
Washington Territory by the 
Oregon State Grange between 
1873 and 1889, only six were 
still active. It took 15 to form 
a state organization. The 
Oregonians came to the rescue 
and assigned their state lecturer 
John Simpson, and a deputy, 
S. B. Kingsley, to the task of 
conducting a crash program. 

But cven before help could 
arrive from Oregon, James 
Nevins, master of Cape Hom 
Grange No. 70, in Skamania 
County, got a group of farmers 
together west of Cape Hom 
and organized Mt. Pleasant 
Grange No. 73, with J. O. Wing 
as master, on June 15, 1889. 

Then, in quick succession, 
Mr. Simpson organized eight 
Granges in Clark County and 
Mr. Kingsley three in Klickitat 
County. The convention call 
went out and on Sept. 9 and 


in Washington 


10 Grangers arrived by 
riverboat, on horseback, in 
buggies, and farm wagons and 
even on foot, bringing food, 
bedding and ients for those 
who could not be housed in 
LaCamas homes. 

At the roll call Sept. 10 the 
following 16 subordinate 
Granges responded: 

Fruit Valley, Maple Grove, 
Wide West, Fern Prairie, Brush 
Prairie, LaCamas, Washington 
(Orchards), No. Six in Klickitat 
County, Union Ridge (former 
name of Ridgefield), LaCenter, 
Preston, Washougal, Bear 
Prairie, Mt. Pleasant, Cape 
Horn, Mountain Valley 
(Amboy) and Charter Oak. 

Of this group, only 
Washougal, Cape Horn, Union 
Ridge, LaCenter and Maple 
Grove had been organized tor 
any length of time. In fact, 
LaCenter, formed in 1874, still 
holds the title of the oldest 
Grange in the state in 
continuous active service, 
Washougal, formed in 1883, 
and Mt. Pleasant, Mountain 
Valley and Washington 
Granges, started in 1889, have 
also remained in active service 
since their founding. 

Officers were clected, a 
constitution and bylaws 
adopted and _ resolutions 
planning the proposed new 
constitutions were vociferously 
approved. (The constitution 
was adopted, nonetheless, the 
following month and statehood 


has grown to 462 subordin 


d by Congress on Nov. 
a ots with over 60,00 


889. Granges, 
1D 168) L. Russell of members, one of the top state 
Washougal was elected first in membership and influence jg 


the entire country. 

During its more than 
years of history the 
organization has fought fy’ 
many programs for 
betterment of life on the farm 
and in rural communities. Ag| 
the nation as a whole, 
economics and political o 
of Washington history 


state master, a position he held 
for six years. Other officers 
included several whose names 
are still known in Clark 
County, such as s. D. Durgan, 
the steward; R. J. Fletcher, the 
assistant steward, and Mrs. 
ussell, Pomona. 
5 In 1895 Augustus High of 
Fruit Valley was elected the 


state master, and in 1901 J.O. irrevocably altered by 
Wing of Washougal, formerly often times milit 
of Mt. Pleasant Grange. Wing organization. 


And it all started with ; 
group of concerned ci 
Washougal and LaCamas in the} 
spring of 1889. 


served until 1905. By then the 
movement had spread 
throughout the state and today 
the Washington State Grange 


CAMAS REALTY 


10 ACRES in Fern Prairie Area with small stream on 
rear. About 5 miles away on good paved roady) 
down, $70 a month. 


$6,500 
4 ACRES of unimproved property just 1 mile. 
Washougal river on river road. Small stream a 
building site. 


$15,000 
PRUNE HILI. — Modern 2 bedroom home with 
view of 3 mountains, Portland Airport clear (to In 
state Bridge. City water and over | acre of gro 
Terms. Immediate possession. 


$6,500 
5 ACRE BUILDING SITE -— overlooking the Colu 
River. In Skamania County just 8 miles away 
Camas. Excellent soil and good water. Wond 


